POPULATION OF THE WNT BEFORE THE WAR AND DURING THE WAR
The area of the WNT prior to the outbreak of the Second World War was inhabited by some 8.9 million people (according to the population census of 1939; Table 1 (Misztal, p.23 ).
Measurability of demographic changes at the end of the war is a particular obstacle. It is therefore difficult to evaluate the specific estimations. The WNT were occupied by the Soviet and Polish troops between January and May 1945. Evacuation was organized by the Germans too late and it was inefficient, turning to disorderly flight of civilian population on their own account (taken by surprise and fearing the cruelty of the Red Army), which entailed many casualties, especially in winter (Misztal 1991) .
It is estimated that upon the termination of the hostilities 2.5 million Germans, and 3.7 million people in general (Socio-demographic..., p.ll), 3 million Germans and 1 million Poles (Albert, Roszkowski, p.495) , as well as 3.5 million German population (Misztal, p.116) stayed in the WNT. The roughness of estimations is due to the uncontrolled migration within the WNT and over the frontier.
GERMAN POPULATION IN THE WNT AFTER THE WAR

RESETTLEMENT OF GERMAN POPULATION
Multi-directional and multi-stage migration of German population on the two sides of the front in 1945 cannot actually be estimated in figures. Part of the population managed to cross the Oder-Neisse line, another part concentrated in the western part of the WNT. A number of the refugees were captured by the front and forced to remain there or return, while many Germans were taken by the Red Army to the USSR under the "war reparations". Part of the German and native population were expelled by the newly established Polish administration and looters, while the OderNeisse boundary was depopulated and secured by military settlers (Bohmann); all this was done prior to the Potsdam decisions.
After the termination of the hostilities -in summer and autumn of 1945 -part of German and native population came back to their land (e.g. to Silesia some 800 thousand, to Pomerania 160 thousand (Bohmann, p.272)) hoping they would remain there, which was also the effect of German propaganda regarding the return of the WNT to Germany.
In November 1945, in accordance with the Potsdam decisions, the plan of resettlement of the Germans from the WNT was elaborated. The plan en-visaged dislocation of some 3.5 million German population -1.5 million to the British occupation zone in Germany and 2.0 million to the Soviet occupation zone. Displaced persons were allowed to take only 500 DM (a counter-inflationary measure), objects of personal use or household utensils, but they had to organize the luggage transport to the meeting-places on their own account.
An organized displacement action was not undertaken until February 1946. The population census conducted at that time already showed that there were 2,036,000 Germans (most of them in the Wroclaw voivodship -1,239,000, Szczecin voivodship -474,000); besides, 188,000 persons were subjected to verification (Bohmann, p.279). These data were not too reliable since they did not take into account intensive migration, failed to include Germans employed by the Soviet army and persons avoiding verification as well as changing attitudes of the numerous natives of Upper Silesia and Gdansk. Later estimates showed that there were 300 thousand Germans more at that time (Polish estimates resulted from a detailed migration balance; after Bohmann, p.279). Demographic structure of German repatriants was the reflection of the long-lasting hostilities: old people, women, children and youth, cripples and ill people prevailed, while the share of males of the productive age was small (Misztal) . Under difficult postwar conditions, this was burdensome both to the Polish authorities that organized repatriation and to the German population. On the other hand, Germans with high professional skills, with professions that were in short supply in Poland, or even ordinary agricultural workers were excluded from the resettlement action (reclaimed) until the time when they might be replaced by skilled Polish employees. The Germans also worked for the Soviet troops stationing in the WNT.
Most reclaimed Germans left Poland in 1945-47 (Misztal). Outstanding
specialists and workers of the key industry (chiefly mining) stayed longest and did not leave Poland until the 1950s. Displacement of the Germans was carried out under difficult postwar conditions (lack of the rolling-stock, food shortage, bad communication, holding out transports longer in the Soviet zone, and lack of ships for sea transport that were confiscated by the USSR (Misztal). In the winter, repatriation was discontinued due to bad transport conditions. The dislocation action to the British zone was disturbed by spontaneous migration of the German population from the WNT to the border meeting-places; the Germans feared they would be displaced to the Soviet zone and preferred to go to the British zone, which resulted in overcrowded transports of repatriants to this zone. Excessive influx of displaced persons was so burdensome to the receipient party that the agreement on repatriation was en- 
THE NATIVE POPULATION OF THE WNT AFTER THE WAR
In order to be allowed to live in the WNT, the natives had to prove their Polish descent, that is -according to the official language used at that time -they had to be verified. 3. Verification action actually separated the Polish native population related to various extent to Poland and Polish character from the Germans. Thus, the later problem of German minority in Poland should be related to specificity of the national borderland community as well as political, economic and cultural incentives -both on the part of the FRG and the People's Poland -which made a number of verified residents of the Western and Northern Territories of Poland accept pro-German orientation.
